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ABSTRACT:
Mahatma Basaweshwar was the founder of Veers

Mahatma Basaveshwar was a philosoph
ainst the atrocities on the people belong to lower cast or in|

Varna that is “Shudra’. Mahatma Basaweshawar had

dedicated his life for the uplifiment of the people who were being discriminated on the grounds o
He believed all the people were born through the same womb hence they should not et
are nothing but the occupational Sfunctional

haiva Movement which was originated in |
twelfth century. er. statesman and the poet who were the ‘
disciple of Vedas and Puranas. He was ag |
other words the people belonging 10 the 4"

Varnas'.
discriminated just because of their Varna. Varnas

groupings. He opposed the ritual ridden Vedic system,
Mahatma Basaweshwar lifted the lives of untouchables by making them wear Linga on their body §

Such action had elevated the social status of people and brought new sense of equality. His followers ;
grew from all sections of the society. He formed the “Anubhava Mantapa” where all people -i:
assemble for discussions, share mystical achievement and present spiritual poems. The Veershm‘vé
movement grew stronger as people from all sections of the society and across the kingdom became

the follower of Mahatma Basaweshwara.
KEYWORDS: Mahatma Basaweshawara, Basawanna, Veershaiva, Movement, Reform, Revolution,

having a great concern on mankind

Untouchable, Discrimination
INTRODUCTION:
The origin of “Virshaiva” m -
known as Mahgatma Basweshwar). (I)-;,: I:Z? :’ zci'(:lmr(:‘:rl;'twelﬁh CC"“""Y by Hesmonen (Poptty
and the follower of Lord Shiva. B ist, Hindu Philosopher, Statesman, Poet
e . rd Shiva. Baswanna, the student of Vedas and Puranas had spent ten years
with his Guru in Kudlsangama. After the education he went to Kalyana Kingdom msp:bt s A
gml 154 and he was there up to 1167, d.ue to high intellectual personality the lg(ing Bijjala og &f
ingdom had appointed him as Karanika (Accountant) in the initial stage and cthe
prime minister of the Kingdom. ge later he bevame the
: The socio-economic status and the ill treatm % g

::t:z w;ere most of the superstitious and unso:il;; t::ot,h: :;:‘W:;;alzlc m persist u:;t m, ,
spread f;‘:i:;”:aw!:nrzimked around and felt pity for the illiterate innocent lower camg«nm a" pmpse <
; icphinnbnyon be;:::;gl;i; x:f:p‘:i :2: R?ljcc(:jd z:wial discrimination based on gender, caf
e o e shou discriminated based on suc i
they are OT;;;:bczl? f;z::‘ﬂylll!:sw? e believed that all are bom out of the s::te“::m:m;
no use. Castes are nothin t:::m ‘?. " a_md the w‘f’ Is the same, therefore caste discriminmi;m are
2017). He revolted agai g 1' ‘ft-gulaalltfzxal and functional groupings (Chikmath P. and Khutale

e ,'{;Q{nat twi uhams~ of Vama system exists in the society and he hi . :
talistic norms 1o bring about the drastic change in the society chc:n:c:cio
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n social stratification he became the guiding path to others in
ringing the change in society. On one day he reached the untouchable’s colony and mix up with the
eople. He entered the house of untouchable devotee and took his food. The matter was reported to

ing Bijjala about his whereabouts. The furious King questions his reckless behaviour, Basweshwar
tood firm and justified that human beings have no difference. The men are born out of same womb,

ractising and making the change i

b his popular Vachana he says;
“God, O God mark my prayer,

I shall call all devotees of Shiva equal,
From the Brahamana at one end,
To the lowest born man at the other end,
I shall call all unbelievers equal,
From the Brahaman at one end,

To the untouchable at the other end,
This is what my heart believer?

In saying this should I have any doubt?
Be it as small as a sesqmum bud,

O lord Kudal Sangama,

Chop off my nose so that,

The teeth stick out!”

Here, his explicitly refers to caste stratification, with the Brahamana on top and the low caste
ntouchable at the bottom, which has lost its meanings among the devotees. Whether they are
ahamanas or untouchables, there is no difference since the real points is that they are world lings.

this way, the traditional division of the people into various castes in completely abolished
shankareppa B. K., Astige S..B., 2014).
bcial Revolution by Mahatma Basweshwar
Mahatma Basweshwar rejected the ritual ridden Vedic religion, having a great concem for the
ind Basweshwar started the revolution at grass root level. His revolution focused with the ill
peated untouchables making them the awareness of their importance in social stratification and
ilding the society. Mahatma Basweshwar elevated the social stratification of untouchables by
paking them wear the personal Linga. This showed the considerable change in social status of the
gople and brought new sense of equality. Because of the divine presence of Linga on their body,
part from uplifiment in social status, the Linga dispels all ritual purity and impunty of the
ntouchables, The Linga Jangama (Wearing Linga) established the effectiveness which made u
ossible to all castes to join Veershaiva community. Many people belonging to low caste and
( hable were attracted by these teachings of Basweshwara and joined his movement o
tablishment of casteless society (Shankareppa B, K., Astige S. B, 2014). Mahatma Basweshwar
opagated a religion in which everybody could participate. He even developed corain preforence
. dcvowgs from upper caste people like Brahmin, Kshatriya and Vaishyas. The huge amount of
lowm ncreased afier major political event. Spintual seekers from other places showed thewr
1 erest in the movement and ofien came 10 Basweshwar's house where they met with a warm
lcomt:.. WiQ\ixa a short period of time the Basweshwara's residence became the centre of a spiritual
nmunity with a great number of members. Devotees from many places, even from outside of the
ingdom, settled down in Kalyana (Schouten J.P.). Not only men but also women across the region
il outside came to Kalyana. They were all Saivas (Worshippers of Lord Shiva). By joining the
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movement was “Ardent wors
cult. dominated by the Brahmana pri

of Siva: the Linga, which every mem |
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(Schouten J.P.). The new religion rejed anahe o
writings and wrote small poems in Kannada lan . » (Hall of Spiritual E . ridc
: the “Anubhava Mantapa’” ( i XPerience) Whey, | €X1S

Mahatma Basweshwar formed

) - : stical achievement and pr . RIS
mble for discussions, share my present SPirityg | 11101

all sections of the society came t'ogether for the developmem o -
e Virsaiva leaders attempted tO bu?ld such. community in whjg, hy
practice of spirituality required the utmost atoun

the devotees in Kalyana asse€

poems. Men and women from
Virsaiva spirituality doctrine. Th

spirituality could be practiced by € L
iscipli i ecting the daily routine 111€. '
dlsmplu’lrellzv;thizsitc;ff)f Baiwanna h};s created a sensation equality among people be?ong to socially
backward community. The orthodox people who believed in the Varna system organized themSeh,,CSI
nna in the eyes of people and the King Bijay |

to oppose him. They tried to lower the image of Baswa '
of his followers. But at the time Basweshyy,

He was accused to use state funds for the maintenance :
he King, all allegations proved to be wrong.

placed his entire accounts of the state before t :
to promote equality from all walk of life, all casts gy

He promoted the inter caste marriages . .
creeds. He has spread the following principles for social equality in the ritual ridden society.

1. All men are equal.
2. No man is high a low either by birth sex or occupation.

3. Each one should follow a profession of his own choice.
4. All Kayakas are honourable professions; no Kayaka is either low or high.
5. Varnas (or castes) and Ashrama (or castes) are to be discarded.
6. Inter group marriages and free dining should be encouraged.
7. Untouchably has no place in the society
Inspired by his teachings Madhuvarasa (A Brahmin) and Haralaya (An Untouchable) became
bhaktas by wearing Linga and transcended the Varna System persists in the then society. Th
daughter .of a Brahmin and the son of an untouchable married after accepting the Veershaivism. Soon
after the incident the Basawanna’s opponents grew stronger. The believers of orthodox traditionaliss
taken it as an extreme leap by Basaweshawara and pressurised the King Bijjala. Due to the vest!
interest the King Bijjala had no other option but to keep quiet Tgh -_U a. Du o
Madhuvarasa were mercilessly persecuted. They were chain dq . The 1nnocent y?yhich
dragged them to their death (H. Thipperudraswamy, 2017 e to the legs of an el er
enraged and pleaded for revenge and retaliation ?[",h ) .The followers of Basaweshvars W
stronger. The Bijjala’s enemy took advantage of the si © political undercurrent developed a1’ grels
of the thrown. The conspiracy was hatched € Sltuat.lon, even the sons of Bijjala were the nva
and the King Bijjala was murdered by his polit®

opponents. The political dev
pemppe elopment was gq quick that B i ime 10 &
e situation. The followers of Basaweg asweshwara did not have time

CONCLUSION hwara left Kalyana and scattered in different directio™

veryone. The
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pensions of the society and brought change in the life of the people that were being left out by the
jety. Mahatma Basaweshwara has touched life of the people.

In the modern age, we might be equipped with understanding of the significance of the
jolution but during those tmes Basaweshwara had gone through many challenges due to caste
den social system. There were many philosophers observed by the mankind throughout the human
stence such as Mahatma Gandhi, Karl Marx, Dr. B R Ambedkar etc. Who cast their rays
v inating the lives of all who came near them.
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